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A Message From The Superintendent

Dear Parents and Guardians,

As the week comes to a close, this edition of our newly created District newsletter, 
The Herald, captures exciting stories and events from the past few days and 
announces important upcoming news. I am happy to announce that our preschool 
parents from both our HOPES and Mile Square classes have been added to our 
distribution list to receive The Herald.  

The Hoboken Public Schools’ students and families should be very proud of the 
achievements and strides made this past week. In this edition, you will get a glimpse 
into our classrooms, athletic programs, fine and performing arts department, 
culinary arts kitchen, and much more.  For example, read all about Hoboken High 
School’s stellar performance at the NJ Thespians Festival and in San Francisco at 
the Harvard Model Congress.  The district’s Project Lead the Way Program is also 
featured this week.  Sit back and enjoy the video as you learn more about our all 
new comprehensive K-12 STEM curriculum.  

Our students at all grade levels have been working diligently on mathematical 
fluency, academic vocabulary mastery and writing.  I am sure that you have taken 
notice of the nightly writing that our students are tackling. Hoboken Public School 
District students are continuous engaged in the close reading of non-fiction and 
nonfiction text, primary and secondary sources, and multiples genres. They are 
analyzing and synthesizing information, as well as providing text evidence as they 
tackle literary task analyses, narrative tasks and research simulations on a daily 
basis. I could not be more proud of their commitment to improving their critical 
thinking and written expression skills.  Our teachers are also diligently assessing 
student work and providing valuable feedback.  

I would like to invite you to attend our Parent and Guardian University session 
on the topic of social media.  This session will take place from 7:00 PM to 8:00 
PM in the auditorium of the Demarest School on Wednesday, January 25th.  Child 
care will be available for school-aged children by high school students who have 
successfully completed the Safe Sitters Program.  During this Parent and Guardian 
dialogue, I will highlight different social media platforms and the appropriate 
uses and potential pitfalls for both youngsters and adults alike.  We will also 
brainstorm ways that the district can best capitalize and select proper platforms 
for the dissemination of information, publicizing emergencies, announcing 
accomplishments and posting the dates for upcoming events.  

I am honored to announce that the following staff members have been selected as 
Hoboken Public Schools’ Teachers and Educational Services Professionals of the 
Year.  Each of these amazing educators will be honored at an upcoming Board of 
Education Meeting:

School Teacher of the Year Educational Services 
Professional of the Year

Hoboken High School Mr. David Stasiak Dr. Lisa Allgaier
Hoboken Middle School Mr. Steve D’Bernado Ms. Tara Donnelly

Wallace School Ms. Nicole Murphy Ms. Helen Russotto
Connors School Ms. Gwendolyn Rodriguez Rosanna Lucignano
Calabro School Ms. Kathleen Terhune Mr. Jack Baker
Brandt School Ms. Larissa Impreveduto Ms. Carolyn Best-Velasco

At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new district 
website. I would like to encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, 
features, and content. Resources like our district calendar, program information, 
and important notices are always published online. I would also like to steer 
your attention toward our social media platforms. Our Facebook, Twitter, and 
WordPress pages bring district and school events, news, and accomplishments to 
you in real time.

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson

Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools 

Hoboken Early Childhood Education

www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools

www.twitter.com/hobokenschools

www.hobokenschooldistrict.wordpress.com

For the the latest District information, be sure to 
connect with us on social media! We publish all 
of our school news, upcoming event information, 
announcements, and more, for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal

Brandt Friends and Family,

What did you learn in school today? It is the question that we have been asked by 
our parents and are now asking of our children. When you ask this question either 
at pick-up or dismissal what are you hearing? Are you getting a general response 
like “we learned so much” or are you getting a more detailed response like “We 
learned about patterns and we did that by reading a big book on patterns then using 
blocks to create our own.” It is my hope that you are beginning to hear answers 
more aligned to the latter. All of the students are able to provide detailed responses 
to that question because every teacher shares the learning objective at the opening 
of all lessons. The lesson objective simply states: what children will learn, how 
will they learn it, and how will they know that they have learned it. That last piece 
is critically important as students will be cognizant of their own learning. When 
I go in to visit classrooms, I rarely talk to the teacher as I do not want to interrupt 
instruction. I will often lean in and ask a student, “What are you working on? What 
are you learning? How will you know that you have learned it? More often than 
not children from PK3 to Grade 1 are able to articulate a detailed response. It is 
just amazing when children are aware of their own journey and gains academically 
and certainly socially. So, your homework for the upcoming week and beyond is 
to ask this question: What did you learn today? If you should see me while we 
move about our day, please do share the responses.  

SRG

Connect With Us On Social Media!

Fun Fridays at Brandt Primary

This week we launch our “Fun Fridays” here at Brandt where Kindergarten and 
First Grade will be participating in themed play activities such as dance, trivia, 
team relays, and more.  Our Fun Fridays are meant to positively reinforce the hard 
work students put into their academics by allowing them time to unwind, laugh, 
dance, and interact with their peers in a school-spirited send-off for the weekend.
This Friday we start with our Winter Jamboree Dance and Trivia Party; students 
will participate in line dances, a trivia contest, and group dance games designed 
around our wintry theme.

Meet the Teacher

Ms. Dorothy Landi
Program Director, 
Mile Square Early Learning Center
St. Francis Site 

Alma mater: NJCU 
Favorite Children’s Book: 
A Very Hungry Caterpillar 
Favorite Color: Red 
Favorite Season: Fall 
Favorite Sports Team: NY Giants 
Favorite Animal: Dog (rescues) 
About Me: I have lived in Hudson County, New 
Jersey all of my life and love its diversity and 
close proximity to Manhattan and the Jersey 
Shore. I have a BA in elementary education and a 
minor in child psychology. I have two grown sons 
whom I enjoy spending time with whenever our 
busy schedules permit. I enjoy reading, traveling 
and the theater. 
Favorite thing about my position: Watching the 
children grow and my good fortune of working 
with talented, caring and all-around great people. 
Favorite Quote: “Live and Let Live.”

The district nurses would like to inform all parents and guardians that information 
regarding head lice is now available for viewing on the district website.  You can 
view the procedure that is followed in the management of head lice in the school 
setting, as well as guidance to home identification, treatment, and management.  

Please visit the Hoboken Public Schools website and click on District Resources - 
Health Services - Head Lice to access the information.  Of course, if you have any 
questions, feel free to contact the Brandt School nurses.

ECE Upcoming Events

January 25 NY Guitar School Assembly

January 27 All 2017-2018 Transition forms  
  due to classroom teachers

February 3 Brandt Parent Consortium Meeting
  8:45 AM, Brandt Cafeteria

February 9 Workshop: Emergency First Aid -  
  What Should Be in the Home
  Rue School, 5:30 - 7:00 PM
________________________________________

Preschool Enrollment & Days of Visitation

Pre K Day of Visitation February 8, 2017

K & 1 Day of Visitation February 15, 2017

Early Childhood   April 3-7, 2017
Registration Week 

For more information on our Days of Visitation 
and Preschool Enrollment Procedures, please visit 
the Early Childhood Education section of our 
website or click here.

Salvatore. R Calabro Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

Dear Calabro Learning Community,

This week we announced the Calabro representatives for the 2016-2017 Governor’s 
Educator of the Year Program. Congratulations to Mrs. Terhune as Teacher of 
the Year and Mr. Baker in his role as our Anti-Bullying Specialist as Educational 
Services Professional of the Year!  We will formally recognize and celebrate their 
achievement at our Morning Meeting on February 3rd at 8:15 a.m. They will also 
be recognized at a Board of Education meeting on a date to be announced. 

Please see the tentative PARCC schedule located in our parent information section 
of this newsletter.  Below are some valuable resources to support students at home. 
I encourage you to explore them with your child. Thank you for your continued 
involvement in your child’s education!

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani    
 

http://bealearninghero.org/classroom/parcc 
 

http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/
 

http://www.greatschools.org/gk/common-core-test-guide/
Tentative PARCC Schedule

Grade 3 & 4: March 27-31
Monday March 27th & Tuesday March 28th: Math
Wednesday March 29th- Friday March 31st: ELA

Grade 5: April 3-7
Monday April 3rd & Tuesday April 4th: Math
Wednesday April 5th- Friday April 7th: ELA

Grade 6: April 3-10
Monday April 3rd- Wednesday April 5th: Math
Thursday April 6th, Friday April 7th, and Monday 
April 10th: ELA

Make-Up Testing Dates: April 25th-May 3rd   

Congratulations!

Calabro Teacher of the Year: Mrs. Kathleen Terhune

Reminders

Box Tops will be collected all year long

Send all of your dried out markers to Ms. Forte, 
Calabro Art teacher.

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

We have some new families 
who have joined us since the 
beginning of the school year. 
Have fun learning about me 
as you complete this word 
search puzzle!

Parent & Guardian Academy

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian 
Academy! Each month, we offer workshops on 
topics detailing ways to set your children up for 
success inside the classroom. 

Our next event:

Social Media Awareness
Demarest School Auditorium

January 25, 2017
7:00 - 8:00 PM

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages 
by clicking the logo or the link above for more 
information on upcoming events!

Useful Resources

National Education Association
www.nea.org

The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
www.nctm.org

A Maths Dictionary for Kids
http://mathsdictionaryforkids.com

The Math Forum-Ask Dr. Math
http://mathforum.org/dr.math

Cyberchase 
http://pbskids.org/cyber chase/parentsteachers/index.html

PBS Parents-Early Math
www.pbs.org/parents/earlymath/about.html

Education World
www.education-world.com/ a_admin/admin/admin339.
shtml

Figure This! Math Challenges for Families
www.figurethis.org

Math Power: How to Help Your Child Love Math, Even 
if You Don’t
Patricia Clark Kenschaft

50 Simple Things You Can Do to Raise a Child Who 
Loves Math
Kathy A. Zahler

Math Vocabulary Games
http://www.math-play.com/Math-Vocabulary-Games.
html

Use the following resources to help foster and 
support your child’s interest in Math!Connors School Nurse’s Corner

January’s Walking School Bus was another great 
success! This month’s bus left from the corners of 
2nd and Jackson Streets. Students and families are 
excited each month to walk with staff members led 
by Dr. Pollins. Upon arriving at Connors, parents 
were treated to “Hot Chocolate with Connors” as a 
way to connect with other families, discuss events 
and activities both inside and outside of school, as 
well as stay up-to-date on PTO events and news. 

Walking School Bus

Nurse’s Tidbits with Nurse Hoffman, RN

We have reached the middle of our Jump Rope for Heart Fundraiser which began 
on January 9th and will continue until January 30th. During the week of January 
30th, students will be participating in the actual Jump Rope for Heart activity 
during gym class. Students continue to raise money and, as of this week, we have 
received a total of $420. While we are very proud of this amount, we would love 
to see even more next week, especially with a school-wide goal of $600! Our 
younger students have done a great job fundraising so now we have challenged 
the older students to try to catch up. If you need additional information, stop by 
the main office to pick up a copy of the flyer that was sent home. We thank all of 
those who have already supported the cause!

Connors School PTO

Keep Clipping!  (next collection date is Thursday, February 23rd)

Please keep clipping and submitting Box Tops throughout the entire school year!  
The classroom that brings in the most Box Tops from now through February 23rd 
will win a PIZZA PARTY (generously donated to our PTO by Dominos)!

Please also remember to earn bonus Box Tops points for our school through the 
Box Tops 4 Education App and by registering your ShopRite Price Plus Card at 
www.ShopRiteForMySchool.com!

Wallace Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

Wallace School continues to be a vibrant school environment with many exciting 
things taking place within our amazing classrooms. I am once again pleased and 
proud to offer you a glimpse inside our everyday world.

Students in grades K – 6 recently completed PARCC-aligned Math and ELA tasks. 
Not only did this occur here at Wallace, it happened all throughout the district at 
our other schools as well. This is exciting for many reasons. 

First, it allows us to see how our students engage with PARCC-style tasks in a 
low-stress, comfortable environment. Teachers administered the tasks during 
regular class periods on Friday, January 13. Second, it allows our teachers to come 
together to have meaningful professional conversations. I am proud to say that our 
art teacher Mrs. Fusco, as well as our physical education staff of Ms. Lisa, Mrs. 
Scutallero, and Mr. Lucatorto, all joined in the conversations about student writing 
- a true testament to our awesome staff collaborating beyond the norm. And third, 
it will allow our staff to have great conversations with teachers across the district 
to continue identifying trends and pursuing best practices that help our teachers 
teach and our students learn. 

Also this week, our 6th grade students began receiving visits from Ms. Gina 
Mattera and the Partners in Prevention Program. The mission of this program 
is “to combat and defeat alcoholism and drug abuse in the community through 
involvement, consultation, education, advocacy, and cooperative relationships 
with numerous organizations in Hudson County.” We look forward to future visits 
and the continued education of our young scholars through this partnership. 

As always, I wish you a great weekend and look forward to another great 5 days 
of school next week. 

Martin Shannon, Principal

Please look out for their next fundraiser: Gertrude 
Hawk Chocolates.  Catalogs should be coming 
home in each student’s backpack.    

Class parents have been assigned to each class 
to help communications between parents and the 
PTO as well as support their teachers for in-class 
activities if and when needed.  Class parents will 
receive an email from the PTO this week.   

Lastly, please don’t forget to follow them on their 
Facebook (Wallace School PTO Noticeboard) and 
website (wallaceschoolpto.com). 

Wallace School PTO Update

A Glimpse of Collaboration at
Wallace Elementary

Across our grade levels, staff recently administered 
a Narrative Writing Task closely aligned with 
the PARCC Assessment for Language Arts. In 
addition to some of the great stories our students 
produced, the true gem of the process was that our 
staff had great collegial conversations. During Mr. 
Shannon’s recent common planning sessions, our 
teams came together to read and score student work. 
The focus of the discussions centered on the use of 
the PARCC writing rubric for Narrative Tasks. The 
next step in the process involves student/teacher 
conferences about the writing and the posting of 
the work on class bulletin boards. 

Hoboken Middle School News

A Message From The Coordinator

This week we administered the Literary Analysis Task, as well as an academic 
vocabulary quiz.  The students did a great job and were focused on their tasks.  
One way to help your children in preparation for PARCC, as well as high school 
and beyond, is to supply more non-fiction at home.  This can be in the form of 
newspapers and/or magazines.  A shared reading experience goes a long way.  
Have fun with vocabulary: play rhyming games or word games in the evening.  
Finding a topic that your child is interested in can make all the difference.  We 
have plenty of materials here and are happy to provide resources.  If you would 
like more information or suggestions, please reach out to us.  Up next, the Research 
Simulation Task. 

A huge congratulations to Mr. D’Bernado, Hoboken Middle School Teacher of 
the Year.  It is well deserved.  Mr. D’Bernado is a passionate educator and an 
inspiration to his students.  We are lucky to have him. 

As always, thank you for your continued support of the Hoboken Middle School.  

--Tara Donnelly

Friendly Reminder: Hoboken Middle School’s 
Pay It Forward Club is collecting gently used 
coats, blankets, hats, scarves, gloves and any other 
types of winter outerwear from now until February 
7th.  All clothing will be donated to the Hoboken 
Homeless Shelter.  Please bring in all outerwear in 
a plastic bag.  Collections will be made during first 
period everyday.  Thank you in advance for your 
help!

Pay it Forward into Winter

Ms. Kobylarz tells us that on Friday, January 13th, 
the 7th grade French class held a fashion show. 
Students modeled their outfits and described them 
using vocabulary and commentary learned in class.

It was exciting to see students walk the runway! 
This was a fun activity for everyone. It made 
practicing the French words more engaging!

Learning Comes Alive

8th Grade Friday Enrichment: What is the Message?

On Fridays, our students engage in a variety of enrichment lessons and activities.  
This month, our students are focusing on the impact of Martin Luther King, Jr.  
The objective here is for students to demonstrate an understanding of the terms 
FREEDOM, TOLERANCE, PEACE, AND RESPECT by activating prior knowledge 
about Martin Luther King, Jr. and participating in a gallery walk, creating their 
own stories based on the messages of images.  Last Friday, January 13th, students 
observed what was happening in ten images and identified the message in each 
picture.  Here are some of the images that students focused on and discussed, along 
with the messages they believed the actions were trying to convey.  

Hoboken High School Newsletter
Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 

School Newsletter!

Hoboken High School

Project Lead The Way

The Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council (HECAC) works in committees in order 
to achieve our mission of supporting transition efforts for children in PreK-Grade 3.  The 
Needs Assessment Committee is responsible for survey collection and analysis, one of our 
key objectives.  This effort is integral in hearing from families and being responsive to their 
needs.

2016 was an exciting year for this volunteer committee as we came together to work toward 
transitioning to a digital survey, while still providing paper surveys for those who prefer 
them.  Additionally, the committee worked to streamline the surveys by focusing on 2, 
instead of 3, in order to avoid survey fatigue and to allow us ample time to improve upon 
what we learn. 

The committee greatly appreciates all the parents and caregivers who complete these 
surveys.  Please know that we take seriously the feedback that we receive. After the surveys 
are completed: our committee analyzes the data, creates a PowerPoint presentation which 
we share with the committee, and provides the raw data to Mile Square and HOPES.  The 
committee discusses the data and the providers work with the data to make improvements 
where needed. We plan to also share outtakes and takeaways from survey results in these 
newsletters going forward.  We appreciate the opportunity to share our work with you!

Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council

Brandt School Nurse’s Corner

Upcoming Events

February 3 Morning Meeting 8:20 AM

February 3 PTO Meeting 9:00 AM

Ms. Forte would like to give a shout out to all 
marker recycling champions!  So far we have 
collected over 320 markers.  Each marker will be 
recycled into clean energy for the Crayola factory 
to operate.  The clean energy keeps the factory 
going to make us new paint, markers, and crayons, 
without polluting our air. 

Thank you for being resourceful and saving the 
planet one marker at a time!  

Inside the Classroom

Ms. Forte and Art Recycling

Calabro Educational Services Professional of the Year: Mr. Jack Baker

CHERRYCOKE DRPOLLINS  EDUCATION  FAMILY
FRIENDS  GLASSES  INTERIORDESIGN
LINCOLN  MOVIES  NEWJERSEY
NORTHEASTERN OCEAN  PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA POLO   PURPLE
READING  RHODEISLAND SAINTJOSEPHS TEXAS

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and 
Twitter! Stay up to date by liking and following 
our social media pages!

@ConnorsSchool

Assistant Superintendent Fitzhugh working with 
Wallace staff at common planning and scoring 
student narrative writing. 

The Wallace Administration works with the 
second grade team while discussing student 
writing samples.

Inside the Classroom...

Wonderful Work at Wallace

A walk through our hallways offers a great glimpse of what our students are 
learning. In third grade language arts, Mrs. Kane’s class explored idioms and the 
art of figurative language… Our kindergarten friends from Ms. Fernandez’s class 
wrote about what it would be like to be the principal (and then hung their musings 
on Mr. Shannon’s door!)… Mrs. Frene’s friends continued their journey around 
the world in social studies and “visited” Australia… Ms. Abrantes’ kindergarten 
science students learned about – and then created – their very own constellations… 
and our friends in Mrs. Arnone’s and Mrs. DeCastro’s fourth grade classes wrote 
stories about what it would be like to be trapped in a snow globe!

Mrs. Kane’s “smart cookies” explore 
figurative language.

Kindergarten gets into Mr. 
Shannon’s shoes.

Mrs. Frene and friends sent 
postcards back from Australia.

Ms. Abrantes and kindergarten explore outer 
space.

Fourth graders from Mrs. DeCastro’s class get 
trapped in snow globes

Growth Mindset Image of the Week

“Looking forward to a bright and peaceful future.”

“Different races and cultures uniting.”

“Working together for change.”

This week students completed a project they started 
last week. Using the sewing machines, they made 
drawstring bags. They measured and cut the fabric, 
did a zigzag stitch over raw edges, made a casing, 
sewed the sides of the bags and learned to insert a 
drawstring through the casing. Impressive! 

Middle School Sewing & Crafts Club

American Young Voices

We are excited to announce our involvement in the 
annual American Young Voices Concert, an event 
put together by The National Association for Music 
Education (NAfME), held on Thursday, June 1 at 
the Prudential Center. This experience is open to all 
students in Grades 2-8.

This concert is an enormous undertaking but will be 
extremely rewarding for our young music makers.

Digital Backpack

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

PLTW: Inspiring our Students 

A Hoboken Public School District Video Production

Princeton University Visits Hoboken High School

Kevin Hudson from the office of the Provost at Princeton University speaks to a 
group of students at HHS!

PSAT Score Interpretation Night

East Stroudsburg U. Instant Decision Day Acceptances
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